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Typical nm:k and neck racing frum tnp OK class boats.Glsbnrne yachtsm an Peter Mﬂlar bales
for second place on the line, just ahead of Wellington’s Greg Wilcox, in one of the races at last

year’s championships. Millar finished eighth overall, while Wilcox went on (o represent New
Zealand at the wnrld champs.

THE NOW internationally-
recognised OK class had a
humble start in life some 18
years ago.

The legendary Dane, Paul .

Elvstrom, in common with
many in yvachting, was
- disturbed by the relatively
small number of young
~sailors getting into the Olym-
pic classes. _
The high cost of a Finn or
Flying Dutchman was pro-
hibitive and was keeping a
‘real damper ‘on Olympic
class fleet numbers.
Elystrom made his feel-
-ings known to two other
Danes, the Olsen brothers
Knud anﬂ Axel. They decid-
‘ed there was a real need for
a dinghy that lent itself to
amateur construction and
was inexpensive to put into
the water.
. The boat had to be fast and
mamuvrahle and had to en-

cnurage expertise in rig tun-
‘other wol A

ot _gmer tur the more expen-
v -_I._ "_.il ]

.-3 :

'nmgs the DK has blossomed
into an international class in
its own right. |
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THE CALTEX OK
class ﬂachting nationals
Gisborne tomor-

New Zealanders
have won the world OK ti-
tle three times in the last

ruw.

eight years, and this

two top helmsmen fo
France in a determined
bid to capture the world
title a fourth time.

With the world cham-
pionships next year
scheduled for Melbourne,

fleet

55*@& 11111-;»*

he C K clnss in New e

year, it is intended to
send a team of at least

Peter Lester (1977) and
Richard Dodson (1979) in
winning the world title for
New Zealand.

But there have been other
top performances. Jonty
Farmer (Rotorua) came
third and Clive Roberts fifth
when the world champion-
ships were first held at

‘Takapuna in 1970, Graeme

Woodroffe {Aucklanm was
runner-up in Sweden in 1972
and third in Adelaide in 1974,

and Peter Lester came th1rd

he inFiniandinl1ors.

'-.'-' _,;L ,*_1- o |

e

world title was m Hﬂlland in
1978, when Leith  Armit

(Hairangi Bay), then only 17

and travelling on what was
considered to be essentially

only a training trip, came

w*lt

i -
.

1 one point of taking

e N Lo
g ol MR AR

‘ .' I 3 i x4 = T .| | T

) Ta sl aNelahs i)

when a team of at least 20
will  represent New

New Zealander was sent to
the world OK championships
last year, Greg Wilcox

(Wellington) who finished in

the top 20. ;

The OK is smaller,
beamier and lighter than the
thoroughbred Finn bul every
bit as demanding to sail.
_The hull is four metres
overall, 1.5 metres in width
with a minimum weight of
72kg.

The seven- metre unstayed
mast and three-metre boom

guite beam f_t_:_g; _its cwe: alI
length whlr:l}; requires a high
degree of physical fitness if
it is to be sailed to its max-
imum.

The boat has retamed :ts

.i.'l."“"\

1,* C I‘t m%squm .EﬂE‘h‘EE :

Zealand, the OK class in
this country is expecting
a substantial increase in
numbers. This
backgrounder on the
development of the class
here has been supplied by
the New Zealand interna-
tional OK Class Associa-
tion.

aﬂ.f:i |

fleet their
understanding of OK
~development.

Farmer were in wor

Kent Carlsson.
Ashore,

measuring and checking all
the boats which sailed in the
contest.

d‘ved bwurd rea!I} The jig
‘made sure that the t e
‘were within the measure-
ment tolerances laid duwn oY 7

~ the class rules.

: ”But 1t alsn ahowed us the

On the water it was plam
that the likes of Roberts and
: 1d class
even if they couldn’t, in that
particular series, match the
brilliance of Sweden’s young

, - Af Lock was
given the responsibility of

THE S/ISBORNE NEWAL) %’3?’;}

Lm::k des1gned and met a '_
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Eight points splif

OK champs hoats!

ONLY eight points separate the four yachtsmen who are leading the OK class yachting national which finished

in Gisborne this afternoon.

The 20-year-old Wel-
lington skipper Greg
Wilcox is leading after
five races with 21.7 points
from a 7-1-3-2-13 series.

Only three points be-
hind him Is the former
world junior OK cham-
pion Leith Armit, of
Auckland, who in turn
has a narrow 1.3 point
lead over Guy Mannering,
of Napier.

The fourth vachtsman
in contention for the title
is the 17-year-old Auck-
lander Greg Knowles, who
is sailing in only his first
OK season, He has 29.7
points.

Tough

The Caltex nationals
are proving exceptionally
tough for anyone to domi-
nate this year, especially
as they are doubling as
the trials to select a team
of at least three for the
world championships.

The New Zealanders
will be bidding for a
world title for the fourth
time in eight years.

The fleet of 36 yachts
from as far south as
Christchurch has so far
encountered varied condi-
tions — from the very
light easterlies on Friday
to the strong southerlies
yesterday — which are
testing the all-round sail-
ing skills of the com-
petitors.

Sewn up

In the first race yester-
day, heat four, Armit ap-
peared to have it sewn up
by the second weather
mark with a lead of 37
seconds over Mannering.
But on the flat run
Armit's rudder came loose
and he capsized just as
Mannering was drawing
level with the 15-knot
north-westerly winds
right behind him.

He fell back to eighth
place, taking 1m 18s to
get started again.

Disqualified

Mannering, sailing in a

borrowed boat which’

leaks around the cen-
treboard, crossed the line
first ahead of his younger
brother Adrian, who was
subsequently told he had
heen disqualified for ex-
cessively rocking his boat.

He Is appealing against
this decision.

So officially second
place was given to Wilcox,
the overall leader of the
Caltex series, who was 1m
14s behind Guy Man-
nering, after having
moved through the fleet
from the 13th place he
held after the first beat to
windward.

Third place went to
Greg Knowles, fourth was
John Moyes of Auckland,
and Armit was fifth.

Heat five was sailed in
strong 20 knot southerly
winds with Armit leading
the fleet around the 13
kilometre Olympic trian-
gular course to finish with
a comfortable half-minute
margin over Guy Man-
nering.

T S ————

Yachtie Wilcox rules OK

NEW ZEALAND representative
yachtsman Greg Wilcox of Wellington
Is leading the Caltex OK class na-
tionals in Gisborne.

Wilcox and another Wellington
helmsman Earl Berry, both recorded
victories in the two races sailed yes-
terday in light easterly winds,

The Caltex natiomals are doubling
as the trials to ‘select the three
yachtsmen to represent New Zealand
at the world championships in France
in July when a determinéd bid will be
made to win the world title for this
country for the fourth time in eight

years,

Wilcox heads the overall points

table with 18.7 points, followed b
Knowles (24), Earl Berry (25), Leit
Armit, the former world junior cham-
pion of Auckland, (30.7), Mark Berry
(32), Jason Trow (34.7), Brian Fifield

(40.7). Adrian Mannering (Napier)
(42:7);. John Hoogerbrog, Havelock
North, (46) and Guy Mannering (48).
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Dream

Greg Wilcox (Wellington)
picked the right wind swing
to finish second in the last ||

s | il

| .

Win
To Wilcox

HERALD 94 | f

o

out of the race when he was
in trouble on the downwind |

eg.
Max Walker (Waiuku) |

race of the national OK
dinghy championship and

take the title at Gisborne | b

|and had to work his way
through the fleet.
Wilcox did not apFear to
be in the running for the:
title when he was sixth start-
ing the last windward beat.
He picked the shift, made up
the placings to finish second
?]nd the championship was
is.
Leith Armit (Auckland)
was second, Guy Mannering
|(Napier) third and 17-year-
‘old Aucklander Gary Knowles
7| fourth.
3 * * *
North-west winds gusting
gver hso knots ye;}erda;y
rought a sorry ending to
the Ee hyr class silver %ubi-
-|lee nat?ona! championships.
Only 19 of the 66 helms-
men entered in the contest
ventured out to race. Only
four finished,
Overnight leader Cameron
Dunecan (Waiuku) was foreed

at

sa

fo

W,

)

-

+

Siret,
donia, missed the first two,
races on Friday.
He

division. |

won both races on Friday
and followed with four sec-
onds on Saturday, was the!
overall winner.

abandoned yesterday.

who had
second.

designed and built their ow «
boards for the eontest.

went on fo win but failed |

.7 of a point to take the|

vesterday. tle from second-placed
It was a dream finish for!Russell Durrent {French‘
Wilcox, who started badly|Bay).

*

* * |

Frenehman Jean - Pierre!
Siret demonstrated the art
or thelof board sailing at the first

5 national championship
r.wns Bay.
from New Cale-

won all four races
iled in the heavyweight

David Brookbanks, who|

High winds and big seas
rced the last race to be

lightweight section
Glen Cochrane, |
ive wins and a

The
as won b

T —

Brookbanks and Cochrana!,

& |
%
o5

- ﬂ"":‘;

Greg rulés
vachts OK

THE YOUNG Wellin

o
remains in the lead afi e G

1 r five races at the
o e e
; e [i esterday afte

ilcox, who came 3 g
- Ve o 20th as New Zealand's sole
last year, has (
of 217 points after g
f0nnau_ce.
He 1s closely follo
champion Leith Arm

: Suy. Manneri
points), the winner of twos;lba'ls;'whtmﬁa i:: g:
work]i}:hampiansuips in Norway in 1979,
trials to fi:'1gﬂl'.?rteﬂmf!lr\‘:elm’-8 aredmb]l:;gs:?’ tx:el:::l worta
ah:;‘rin :?ng ! Ilgew nc in July in a bid to wf‘:otrllu:
elgh}riej;ears. land for the fourth time in
teat 5 was sailed in 20-knot southe i
: glrmzt_lesd_mg the fleet around therl{ﬂ?l?ﬁ'lm
ympic triangular course to finish with a com-
fortable lt:alr mm:;e margin over Mannering
rother Adrian came third. Brian Fifi
Amn?eruck | n Fifield of
_— and was fourth and Lachie McLean of ‘Napier
The win yesterday afte

ternoon mad
disappointment Armit suffered in the ‘:ng?nif:;. %:'

appeared to have heat four sewn -
a lead of 37 sec:spoezrme 4

winner mark wi

— th Guy Man.
But on the fiat run, Armit capsi j

heavier Mannering was drawing mﬁﬁ ;; :hh:

15-knot northwesterly breeze behiif; him.

Whatever the cause. he fell back i
because of the 1m 18s it took him to rigitetllihﬁhoa‘:hr?:

the rudder back into place and get started again,

Moy ack in
‘ Iea_l‘aang'T:ring' sailing in a borrowed boat which had
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THE scene

at the start
line as 36 top
New Zealand
OK class
yachts jockey
for position
and wait for

the off.

WHEN
there’s an
00ps in your
life........don"t
expect anyone
to stop. Par-
ticularly when
they are all

out chasing a

New Zealand
title.

'-ﬁ'{zﬁ
Lt T

o x .-'- s

Guy Mannering takes early

NAPIER yachtsman
Guy Mannering raced
superbly from start to
finish in the first race of
the OK class national
championships at
Gisborne on Thursday,
making him the man to
chase in the following six
races.

He opened up a gap
steadily on Auckland’s
Leith Armit, from 16
seconds at the first wing
mark to 115 seconds at the
line. Behind Armit was
Guy’s brother Adrian,
one of a three-man Man-
nering team in the 36-
strong OK field.

Guy,.22, the oldest of
the three, and most ex-
perienced, but Adrian, 20,
and Nigel, 18, who ﬂnish—
ed 14th, were well up with
the play.

Following in the
leaders were Greg
Knowles, Auckland,
Mark Berry, Wellington,
Brian Fifield, Auckland,
Greg Wilcox, Wellington,
Peter Maynard,
Christchurch, Duncan

Gourley, Napier, and
Gary Lock Auckland.

Gishorne’s Peter Millar
jumped the gun at the
start line and suffered a

considerable setback in
having to round the start
boat again to chase from
the rear. He finished 25th,
with Gisborne’s other en-
try, Greg Fisher, back
with the tailenders.

The top skippers all
started at the starboard
end of the line because of
a slight advantage there
and at an early stage Guy
Mannering locked into a
wind shift near the land.
This gave him the start he
needed and his widening
advantage on the ex-
perienced Armit was the
feature of the race.

At the end of the
triangle he was 36
seconds in front, at the se-
cond windward mark 50
seconds, the second
leeward mark 78 seconds
and at the finish nearly
two minutes ahead.

The improver in the
field was brother Adrian,
who went around the first
buoy in fifth, but picked
up the two in front by the
middle stages of the race,

Conditions for the first
race were excellent, with
a strong breeze that
slightly delayed the start
as officials shifted the
course with the wind
change.

Wilcox
IS man

in front

A WIN and a third in
vesterday’s two races have
given Wellingtonian Greg
Wilcox the lead in the na-
tional OK dinghy champion-
ships at Gisborne.

Fellow Wellingtonian Earl
Berry led all the way in the
second race until the wind-
ward beat when Wilcox mov-
ed ahead to eventually reach
the finish line 12 seconds
clear,

Berry gained his revenge
by winning yesterday’s se-
cond race which was sailed
in extremely light airs. The
wind varied between east
and north-east and at times
could hardly be felt.

S0 light was the wind that
a time limit of 1 hr 12 mins
was imposed in which the
first boat had to complete
the first triangle and it made
it with only five minutes to
spare. i

Berry in fact took 2 hrs 26
min to finish the course
which was shortened.

‘@verall standings after the

first three of the seven race
series are: Greg Wilcox
(Wellington), 18.7, 1; Greg
Knowles (Auckland), 24, 2;

Earl Berry (Wellington)

25, 3: Leith Armit (Auck- =/ ST

land), 30.7, 4; Mark
Berry (Wellington), 35,
5: Jason Trow  (Napier),
34, 6; Brian Fifield
(Auckland), 40.7, 7; Adrian
Mannering, (Napier) 42.7, 8;

John Hoogerbrug (Havelock =
North), 46, 9; Guy Manner- =

ing (Napier), 48, 10.
second race: Greg Wilcox

1; Earl Berry 2; Jason Trow &

3; Mark Berry 4; Brian
Fifield 5; Leith Armit 6;
Greg Knowles 7; John
Hoogerbrug 8; John Moyes

(Auckland) 9; Paul &

McDonald (Auckland) 10.
Third race: Earl Berry 1:
Greg Knowles 2; Greg
Wilcox 3; Joe Porebski
(Wellington) 4; Jason Trow

5; Dave Gunn (Napier) and |

Nigel Mannering (Napier)
equal 6; Mark Berry 8; John
Hﬂﬂgerhrug 9 Lmth Armlt
10
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RACING out of the sun, these two middle runners juckey for the last

at the finish line in their own private race.
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" THE sweet smlle oi success — New Zealand's team to the waﬂdtﬂﬁ yathﬁng ehampianshlps,
from left, Leith Armit, Auckland, NZ champion Greg Wilcox, Wellington, Guy Mannering, Napier,
—and ]uninr New Zealand champlnn Gary Knuwles, Auckland would be the team’s reserve.

right decision and the
iml in the last few
ninutes of the final race and
ew Zealand yachting had a
w champion here yester-

y.
Wellington's Greg Wilcox
Fan not considered in the =
gas he lay sixth in the

—

last race of the national OK

hy championships in the

All eyes were on race
leaﬂer Leith Armit,

Auckland, and Guy Manner-

ing, Napier, as they made

the last beat to the line. :
denly it was sail withthe chane

number 460 that was

. theleaders apart as he chose

a mn;‘e directhr;ute‘f;rmﬂ:e
um m 0
m-&mtﬂnﬁhing the ti-

It was a dream finish to a
race in which the 20-year-old
house painter had made a

lousy start.

Caught up with the tail
enders, he took his boat
‘“Halloosinashun’ wide on a
tack towards the land before
rounding the first buoy in
11th place.

- Then it was Tth, then 6th
and Wilcox was plﬂsad
that vital decisiol

beat to the finish lin

“l was a bit
boats ahead of n
far to leeward
best of the w
told the Heral

“I was going for it at that result of alleg »d exce

stage, knowing I had to hut

Wilcox has : -. ':.-}"-
boat only this séas
a veeran of sec

pl&ﬂhgﬁ at the® .-H-_'j.-,.:ll
took him tnthe tiﬂe _with ‘i’th

% placings
races.

It also won him the right to
represent New Zealand at
the world championships in
Francein July.

Armit and Mannering
finished second and third to
Wilcox to become the other
members of the Kiwi team,
while in fourth place came
17-year-old Aucklander Gary
Knowles, who took out the
junior national OK title with
this excellent performance.

He had been narrowly
ahead before the final race
but a broken pin in his tiller
arm affected his final effort.
However, he was pleased
with his - performance and
tha Winoe College Tth former

‘Napier's John H

E after appealingh against the point

mping and rocking of his
atin the light ..4
. Wilcox, fourth at last B
renr; nhnmp!nns ps, came
to Gisborne on getrw

" ting in the top five and ex-
Pion!hlpl. In ME it pec

is “d;ﬁnltelr sticking with tative to the world chlm-
OKs". hips last year, where he
The whole title bid rested hed 20th, Wilcox had the
on that vital last race, with fleet experience that hel&nd
Knowles, u.wmmlnnm;r& himte;in his national title

A!“ﬂl Earl a es a;r
he ones- - He does not expect to take

Ng Lne ones
towin. hi: own boat to France, but
:urprlie was borrow a one from so-
oogerb meone he ws in K

who leaped to the lead a After France, he will aim or

had Armit, Guy Mannering the world championships in
to

and brother Adrian in his Melbourne next year.
wake. _Accompanying him
The final beat was an ex- France will be the 1978 world |
citing duel between Armit, junior OK champion, Armit,
who took the lead, Hooger- who won this title by
brug and Guy Hlnnerlng ﬁnjshmg second in that
until Wilcox made his run year's world champs. He is
down the middle with the almthecurrent ;Iuni:or wm'ld
leaders a little too wide. D i
The:ixthrac&hldheenn - Thi lemb
win for young Knowles, is Guy I!mnering ‘who has
ahead of Earl Berry, John been to the world champion-
‘Mayes, Wilcox, Guy Man- Hﬂ before, while Knowles

won the

ﬁ %ering. Gary Iaek, Hooger- » the unofficial reserve
| rugan Armit, but Lo Pu:ﬂlmfndlos-
this

alified, then reinstated Wilee

cision which was the Au I

ting Armit to be the one Hougarhmg‘ anier 9;
to wateh. Peter Maynard, Chrllﬁhur'

5 __country’ LWM,L
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